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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Dear DELTA Member, 

The COVID-19 pandemic has altered the ways people work, learn 
and interact, as social-distancing measures have led to a more virtual 
existence, both personally and professionally. For scientists, these 
changes have had a great impact on our research collaborations 
and communications, and encouraged us to reconsider how we can 
leverage data technology to benefit society.
Over the past decades, there has been an enormous growth in the 
amount of data available to geoscientists. This has motivated a 
revolution in the geosciences and calls for new databases, platforms, 
and programs to utilize such a massive amount of geoscience data 
to shed new light on the complex problems involved in understanding 
the Earth system. In the past decades, palaeontology played a 
leading role in this digital transformation, generating a series of 
important advances in the evolution of life and using the cutting-
edge technology such as artificial intelligence and high-performance 
computing. By bridging gaps between geoscientists and information 
scientists, guided by the expertise and vision of the DELTA partners, 
we resolve to address major scientific problems in the evolution 
of biosphere and development of the geosphere. How did the life 
evolve in the Earth’s deep time? What drove the rise and fall of life? 
How did ecosystems respond to extreme climate changes? What 
is the tipping point of the Earth system, as exampled in deep time? 
What caused mass extinctions? 
Through DELTA network, we share not only the knowledge, research 
information, but also opportunities in funding resources, job positions 
and students training programs, so as to establish new research 
projects and facilitate talent training.

Junxuan Fan
2022.3



Nanjing University's
Geoscience Paleontology Team

Nanjing University’s Geoscience Paleontology team 
(hereinafter referred to as NJU team) from the 

School of Earth Sciences and Engineering, specializes 
on the assembly and analysis of data in the earth 
sciences. One prominent achievement of the group lies 
in the digitization of Chinese geoscience data, but more 
importantly in providing an advanced earth science 
database system, OneStratigraphy (http://onestratigraphy.
ddeworld.org/), along with tools that can be used to 
integrate and analyze data from different sources.

Our Principal Investigators
Dr. Junxuan Fan, Professor in 
the School of Earth Sciences and 
Engineering, Nanjing University 
in Nanjing, Jiangsu, China has 
been engaged in earth-science 
research driven by big data and 
leads a team that has made 
important progress in quantitative 
s t r a t i g r a p h y  v i a  p a r a l l e l 
computing, macro analysis of 
taxic diversity, documentation 
o f  m a s s  e x t i n c t i o n s , 

palaeogeographic and palaeoclimatologic reconstruction. 
Currently, he is the Secretary General and member of the 
Executive Committee of the International Scientific Project 
"Deep-time Digital Earth" of the International Union of 
Geological Sciences, and the Chairman of the Special 
Committee of Paleoecology of the Paleontological Society 
of China, Associate Editor and Editorial Member of 
Geoscience Data Journal, Global and Planetary Change, 
Palaeontologia Electronica, Journal of Stratigraphy.

Dr. Norman MacLeod, Professor 
in the School of Earth Sciences 
a n d  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  N a n j i n g 
University has also held academic 
positions at the University of 
Michigan, Princeton University, 
University College London, and 
the Natural History Museum, 
London ,  where  he  was  the 
Keeper of Palaeontology from 
2001 to 2013 and the Dean of 
Postgraduate Education and 

Training from 2013 to 2016. Dr. MacLeod’s primary 
research interests lie in the causes of Phanerozoic 
extinctions, the evolution of form, biostratigraphy-
palaeoceanography, and the use of numerical data-
analysis methods in natural history. He has also served 
as the Co-Founder and Editor-in-Chief of the journal 

Palaeontologia Electronica (https://palaeo-electronica.
org/content/), Co-Chief Editor of the journal Palaeoworld, 
Associate Editor of the journal Systematic Biology, an 
Editorial Board Member of the Royal Society Proceedings 
B (Biological Sciences) and is the creator/manager of 
the PaleoNet communications system for the global 
paleontological community (http://paleonet.org).

Dr. Yukun Shi, Professor in the 
School of Earth Sciences and 
Engineering, Nanjing University. 
Her research interests include 
evolution, paleogeography and 
paleoecology of the larger benthic 
foraminifera in the late Paleozoic, 
biodiversity change in the Late 
Paleozoic Ice Age and quantitative 
methods in paleobiology. She is 
now the Committee Member of 
Micropalaeontology Society of 

China and Paleoecology Society of China.  

D r .  H a o  H u a n g ,  S e n i o r 
E n g i n e e r  ( D a t a  S c i e n t i s t ) 
i n  the  Ins t i t u te  o f  Geo logy 
a n d  G e o p h y s i c s ,  C h i n e s e 
Academy of Sciences. His main 
interests focus on the Paleozoic 
foraminiferal stratigraphy and 
palaeobiogeography, as well 
as carbonate sedimentology in 
the Tethyan realm. Dr. Huang 
is currently active in util izing 
big-data techniques to explore 

diversity patterns of ancient marine invertebrates and 
the dynamic evolution of the palinspastic configuration 
of Gondwana-derived blocks. He is now the Head of 
one project sponsored by the National Natural Science 
Foundation of China, and Co-Chair of the IGCP-710 
project with several international colleagues. 

Dr. Shaochun Dong, Associate 
Professor in the School of Earth 
Sc iences  and  Eng ineer ing , 
Nanjing University. She was a 
Senior Visiting Scholar of Canada 
Centre for Remote Sensing in 
2013. Her research interests 
include high resolution and high 
precision of ground deformation 
monitoring and measurement 
u s i n g  I n S A R  a n d  r e l a t e d 
techniques, remote sensing in 

natural resource and environment and data mining in the 
geosciences.
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Carboniferous-earliest Permian marine 
biodiversification event (CPBE) during 
the Late Paleozoic Ice Age

 Yukun Shi

The Late Paleozoic Ice Age (LPIA) is a critical interval 
for marine ecosystems when marine fauna was viewed 

to have experienced a second-order mass extinction and 
a “sluggish” evolution with low origination and extinction 
rates. However, our recent study discovered that this ice 
age was accompanied by a rapid, significant increase 
of marine fauna species and genus richness. Here, 
the precise details of this biodiversification process, 
including the high-resolution species and genus richness 
changes, are presented to decipher its timing and 
magnitude, as well as the divergent species richness 
changes of major marine clades during the event.

A dataset composed of 551 sections distributed over all 
the major Chinese tectonic plates, across a wide range 

of paleolatitudes, was used in the analysis, therefore 
the biodiversity pattern represents the biodiversity 
change of a wide latitude/temperature/climate coverage 
of the Paleotethys area. Constrained optimization 
(CONOP) compositing was employed to compile all 
the fossil records from the sections into a composite 
fossil-occurring sequence, and then the sequence was 
dated with the major index fossils and marked ages.
The temporal resolutions are as high as 36 kyr and 21 
kyr for the Carboniferous and Permian, respectively. 

This marine biodiversification event lasted 41.2 Myr 
from the middle Visean of the Carboniferous to the late 
Asselian of the Permian with species number increased 
246%, therefore named Carboniferous-earliest Permian 
Biodiversification Event (CPBE). CPBE includes a 
slow increase episode in the middle Visean to early 
Bashkirian and a main radiation episode of Bashkirian to 
Asselian (Fig. 1). The radiation pattern is most distinct 
in fusulinid foraminifera while brachiopods species also 
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kept the trend of increase (Fig. 2). However, nektonic 
conodonts and cephalopods both exhibit stepwise drops 
during this time interval (Fig. 2). These biotic changes 
might relate to the marine environmental shifts, such 
as suppressed marine circulation and fragmented 
niches, mainly raised by the Rheic Ocean closure. 

Fig. 1 Marine diversity changes of the Carboniferous to 
the earl iest Permian. A, Genus and species r ichness 
trajectories. Diversity change interval I1 to I6 are constrained 
by  the whi te  and grey  shadow squares.  B,  Spec ies 
changes summarized by the origination, extinction, turnover 
and diversification rates. Stage abbreviations are: Ser., 
Serpukhovian; Bas., Bashkirian; Mos., Moscovian; Kas., 
Kasimovian; Gzh., Gzhelian; Ass., Asselian; Sak., Sakmarian.

Fig. 2 Species richness changes of the major clades. A. Species 
richness curves of conodonts, corals and cephalopods. B. 
Diversity patterns of brachiopods from the current study and 
previous researches in global scale (Powell, 2005) and South 
China (Shen et al., 2006). Black and grey scale numbers on the 
left represent the curves of current study and Shen et al. (2006) 
respectively, and scales on the right work for the Powell (2005) 
curve. Interval illustrations and stage abbreviations same as Fig. 
1.

Citation: Shi, Y.K., Wang, X.D., Fan, J.X., Huang, H., Xu, 
H.Q., Zhao, Y.Y., Shen, S.Z. 2021. Carboniferous-earliest
Permian marine evolutionary biodiversification event
(CPBE) during the Late Paleozoic Ice Age. Earth-Science
Reviews, 220: 103699.

Timing and patterns of the Great 
Ordovician Biodiversification Event 
and Late Ordovician mass extinction: 
Perspectives from South China

Yiying Deng

The early Paleozoic
s e d i m e n t s 

document  two major 
b i o l o g i c a l  e v e n t s : 
the Great Ordovician 
B i o d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n 
Event (GOBE) and the 
Late Ordovician mass 
e x t i n c t i o n  ( L O M E ) . 
To figure out the fine 
t a x o n o m i c  r i c h n e s s 
patterns of GOBE and 

LOME, we built a standardized dataset that includes 
38,122 local records of 2,986 marine species from 870 
published South China stratigraphic sections spanning 
the interval from the middle–late Cambrian to the early 
Silurian. The data come from the Geobiodiversity 
Database (GBDB) and the OneStratigraphy database 
. It was calculated on the supercomputer “Tianhe 
I I”  using the paral lel  computing program named 
CONOP.saga to construct a high-resolution regional 
chronostratigraphy. The GOBE and LOME are precisely 
identified in the species richness curve (Events nos. 
3 & 4 represent the two phases of GOBE, and Event 
no. 6 represents the LOME). The calibrated composite 
sequence is composed of 3715 discrete temporal 
levels from the interval spanning 510.06 Ma to 432.21 
Ma, yielding an estimated mean temporal resolution 
of ~21.0 Ky, which holds the so far highest temporal 
resolution for the early Paleozoic marine animals.

Citations: Deng, Y.Y., Fan, J.X., Zhang, S.H., Fang, X., 
Chen, Z.Y., Shi, Y.K., Wang, H.W., Wang, X.B., Yang, J., 
Hou, X.D., Wang, Y., Zhang, Y.D., Chen, Q., Yang, A.H., 
Fan, R., Dong, S.C., Xu, H.Q., Shen, S.Z., 2021. Timing 
and patterns of the Great Ordovician Biodiversification 
Event and Late Ordovician mass extinction: Perspectives 
from South China. Earth-Science Reviews, 220: 103743. 
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Interview with Qin Chen
Ariana Xu

Qin Chen, the Deputy Leader of the Digitization Group for the 
NJU team, is responsible mainly for establishing standards 
for the group's daily tasks, which is to transfer data from the 
stratigraphic and palaeontological documents to the digital 
database, OneStratigraphy. The Digitization Group is the main 
component of the NJU team, consist of 12 data-entry staff. 
With the gradual application of artificial intelligence (AI) in 
the form of natural language processing (NPL) to the team’s 
digitization tasks, she currently is putting a great deal of effort 
into optimizing the process of data entry, thus increasing 
efficiency.  

Q: When did you join the NJU team?
Qin: I started this journey in early 2017, with only five 
members in the Digitization Group. Throughout these few 
years, the group has been expanded to 12 data-entry staff 
and now we are planning to recruit more people to join 
our team.

Q: What exactly do you do at work?
Qin: My daily task, which is also the task of all the data-
entry staff, is to input data from earth science journals 
into our platform, OneStratigraphy, including citation 
information and specific information of sections in the 
articles.
In addition, as the Deputy Leader of the Digitization 
Group, I am mainly responsible for establishing standards 
and guidance to support the process of data-entry and 
training new employees. Another duty is to allocate the 
data-entry tasks to the group members, keep track of their 
progress, and coordinate with our software engineer, Jiao 
Yang, when encountering challenges in the digitization.

Q: What kind of challenges do you usually encounter 
in the daily tasks and how do you deal with them?
Qin: With respect to academic problems, we will turn to 
professors for help. In terms of those problems in using 
the database, I will contact with our experienced software 
engineer for help. The group has to keep abreast of 
bugs that are discovered in the system, which is being 
upgraded as digitization is taking place, so we usually 
organize a three-hour seminar on a regular basis, where 
the Digitization Group can raise their problems and 
suggestions in batches from the perspective of data-entry 
staff, so as to improve our work efficiency and advance 
the platform simultaneously. I believe this also contributes  
to team building.

Q: What do you think of this job?
Qin: If OneStratigraphy is a building, and Jiao is 
the architect who is responsible for its design and 
construction, then I am the builder, who coordinates and 
leads the Digitization Group to complete the construction. 
It is meaningful, essential and needs much patience and 
cautiousness because the accuracy of data we input will 
have a great impact on our users’ research. In addition, 
it is also a great reward for our efforts whenever our 
database contributes to scientific work.

The documents to be digitized, some of which are 
already too old to read

Seminar within the Digitization Group

LAB AT A GLANCE

5



A Visit to Zürich
Norman MacLeod

For a number of years I’ve had a long-standing invitation 
from Hugo Bucher to visit him at the University of 

Zürich’s Paleontological Institute and Museum. As time 
went by this invitation went unaccepted owing to many 
circumstances and I’d felt uncomfortable with that fact 
(literally) for years. However, with my move from London to 
Nanjing in 2019, suddenly, the visit became possible. Then 
the COVID pandemic intervened and no one was going 
anywhere. But this summer, after vaccinations were had and 
travel restrictions in Europe lifted, the opportunity I’d been 
waiting for finally arrived.

After landing in Zürich 
o n  1 5  S e p t e m b e r 
my partner, Jacquie, 
a n d  I  w h i s k e d 
ourse lves  away to 
Geneva by train the 
next day to join Hugo 
who was there co-
leading a meeting of 
the Swiss Nat ional 
Science Foundation’s 
S ine rg ia :  Pa leoC4 
r e s e a r c h  g r o u p 
which is composed of 
researchers, post-docs 
and graduate students 
from the universities 
of Zürich, Geneva and 
Lausanne. Although I 
missed the first day 
of that meeting owing 
to  the  t ime i t  took 

to travel from Zürich to Geneva, I did attend the whole of 
the second day’s program where I was struck by the high 
quality, broad scope, interdisciplinary character of the 
discussions. Several of Hugo’s students made presentations 
that included morphometric results and it was in that context 
I recognized a new opportunity for me to get involved with 
Hugo, his students, and the PaleoC4 group. Accordingly, 
I pointed out where improvements could be made to their 
morphometric approaches during the question intervals that 
followed their presentations and offered my services for 
taking another look at their data during my visit. Hugo, who 
knew me primarily through our shared interest in extinctions, 
recognized the opportunity this presented more generally 
and, upon our return to Zürich, asked whether I would 
consider delivering a short course in morphometric concepts 
and methods to PIM faculty and students. I had not planned 
to deliver an entire short course during my visit and had 
not brought any materials from previous short courses 
I’d delivered in China over the years. But the opportunity 
to spend a large part of my visit talking to students about 
morphometrics was just too tempting to resist. So I agreed.

While it was a lot of work pulling the course together out 
of bits and pieces of presentations I happened to have 
squirreled away on my laptop, I was pleased with the result 
and managed to use the opportunity to update both the 
content and design of many of my old slides to make them 
more suitable for purpose. The course was given over 
two days (4–5 October) to a class c. 10-12 students and 
post-docs (plus Hugo) whose research interests ranged 
across the paleontological spectrum. At the end of each 
lecture I went through a few slides presenting the results of 
the application of the methods I’d just discussed to small 
datasets collected from conodont and ammonite images 
which two of Hugo’s students kindly provided. That was 
critical in driving the message home that these methods are 
not merely interesting approaches that I and others have 
used in different research contexts, but general-purpose 
tools that can be applied to the research questions the class 
members were struggling with now. At the end of my short 
course requests were made for further discussions — both 
one-on-one and as a group — on how to take the research 
program I’d outlined forward in their own projects; a sure 
sign that I’d made my case for morphometrics successfully. 
At present I’m working with three PIM students on either 
morphometric or machine-learning analyses of ammonites, 
goats (an archaeology project) and pollen, the former of 
which is being written up now as a preliminary research 
report.

Overall, I regard my visit to Zürich as an outstanding 
success and something of a type example of what 
an academic visit can and should be. The list of solid 
accomplishments includes finalization of collaboration 
agreements between PIM/PaleoC4 and Nanjing, plans 
for further research projects with Hugo, an increase in the 
awareness of morphometric and machine-learning methods 
among PIM researchers, new collaborative research projects 
in ammonites, goats and pollen and, most importantly, the 
renewal and extension of my long-standing friendship with 
Hugo as well as making new friends. Given the resources 
to broaden and deepen the DELTA collaboration we now 
have thanks to the recent award from Nanjing University, as 
well as the award from the CSC program, and the obvious 
synergies that exist between Nanjing, Zürich, Oxford and 
Bristol, we are all in excellent position to capitalize on our 
respective strengths and get some very good research 
done. My visit to Zürich demonstrated to me how this can be 
done simply, conveniently and enjoyably.

RESEARCH ROUNDUP
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A view of Zürich looking east from 
across the River Limnat. The large 
bui lding with the copper dome is 
Zürich’s Eidgenössische Technische 
Hochschule (ETH) which is the Swiss 
Federal Institute of Technology. The 
older University of Zürich is located 
to the right (south) of ETH and the 
Paleontology Institute and Museum 
(PIM) is housed in the tan building with 
three prominent gables just to the right 
of (= across the street from) ETH.

Example of a landmark configuration used to quantify 
shape variation in the ammonite genus Hemiprionites.



Progress on the OneStratigraphy 
database

Junxuan Fan

OneStratigraphy (http://onestratigraphy.ddeworld.org/) 
is a community-based, international collaborative 

database system, which focuses on the integration, 
management, sharing, visualization, and analysis of 
stratigraphic data. 'One' represents one consistent 
stratigraphic framework around the world, which helps us 
understand Earth’s history in the past billion years, regional 
and global stratigraphic correlation, the evolution of life, 
etc. 
OneStratigraphy was initiated in early 2019 and became 
accessible to the public in May of the same year. Aside 
from the task of software development, we eastablished 
a Digitization Group, consisting of 12 experienced data-
entry staff to extract stratigraphic and palaeontological 
information from the literature and input them into the 
OneStratigraphy platform on a daily basis. Since 2021, 
artificial intelligence techniques have been gradually 
applied to accelerate the digitization of data. By Dec. 31, 
2021, through the collective effort of the Digitization Group, 
professionals, and students, 617,396 fossil occurrences 
from 9,991 sections and 76,867 collections around the 
world had been collected and stored in the OneStratigraphy 
database. In addition, powerful tools, such as TS Creator 
for stratigraphic visualization, PaleoGIS and GPlates for 
palaeogeographic reconstruction and visualization, are 
also available to users in the OneStratigraphy platform. 
Opinion funct ion is one of the major features of 
OneStratigraphy. It allows taxonomists to take on 
different taxonomic assignments for fossil occurrence or 

stratigraphers to revise the stratigraphic subdivision and 
correlation of a published section. This means the more 
opinions that are contributed by users, the better the 
accuracy of data within OneStratigraphy.
As an open system, OneStratigraphy is designed under the 
FAIR principles (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and 
Re-usable). It has the capability of linking other existing 
databases, such as the Neptune microfossil database of 
the IODP project, and can be accessed by other databases 
through API or web service. The Software Development 
team is now designing two new functions: the age-depth 
model and the integration of chemostratigraphic data.

PROGRESS ON DATABASE
TOOLS AND SERVICES
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News

Nanjing University’s approval of 
Strategic partnership proposal

We are pleased to announce that the NJU team’s recent 
Global Engagement for Strategic Partnership (GESP) 
grant proposal to Nanjing University for the funding of 
our institution-based collaboration with the University of 
Oxford, University College London, University of Bristol 
and University of Zürich was successful. The GESP 
program aims at promoting the development of global 
strategic partners and building of strong, collaborative 
and sustainable networks among world-class institutions 
and international organizations. Our project was selected 
as one of the key projects in the GESP program and 
awarded RMB 300k-400k per year for three years, from 
2022 to 2024. This funding will mainly support researchers 
at NJU's collaborating institutions to travel to Nanjing to 
work with us.

Official letter of the announcement

China Scholarship Council’s approval of 
International collaboration proposal

Another good news is that NJU team's proposal, 
International Cooperative Training for Innovative Talents in 
the Geoscience Big Data and Earth’s Evolution, to China 
Scholarship Council (CSC) received grant in late January 

this year. This program will lie in the same collaborative 
context with that of GESP. CSC (https://www.csc.edu.
cn/), founded in 1996, is a non-profit legal entity directly 
under the Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic 
of China and provides support for international academic 
exchange with China. This grant will last for three years, 
from 2022 to 2024 and is allocated mainly to cover 
expenses incurred during NJU team’s visit to our partner 
institutions in the Europe, including but not limited to 
international travel, accommodation, bench fee, etc.

Book-publishing contract signed with 
Princeton University Press

We are delighted to announce that three PIs in the 
NJU team, respectively Norman MacLeod, Junxuan 
Fan and Yukun Shi, signed a book publishing contract 
with Princeton University Press in January, 2022 for a 
book entitled Quantitative Stratigraphy & Stratigraphic 
Correlation. This book will review quantitative methods 
available to analyse stratigraphic data quantitatively, 
especially for the purpose of stratigraphic correlation. 
Writing is expected to take two years and the anticipated 
price of the book will be $60. In addition, the book is 
planned to be published in both English and Chinese 
languages.

Current COVID quarantine policy 
of China

All people entering China from overseas will now undergo 
quarantine for at least 21 days, including 14 days of 
centralized isolation at designated sites and 7 days of 
health monitoring at home.
Quarantine policies in major provinces/cities:
Beijing: 14 days of centralized isolation and 7 days of 
home quarantine/centralized isolation, followed by 7 days 
of health monitoring.
Shanghai: 14 days of centralized isolation and 7 days 
of home quarantine, throughout which period 6 times of 
nucleic acid tests are required.
Jiangsu province: 14 days of centralized isolation and 
14 days of home quarantine.
Guizhou province: 14 days of centralized isolation 
and 14 days of health monitoring at home. Throughout 
the quarantine period, 5 times of nucleic acid tests are 
required.
Guangxi province: 14 days of centralized isolation and 7 
days of health monitoring at home. 

For enquiries concerning the latest quarantine policy of 
China, please contact Ms. Ariana Xu (ariana.xu@nju.edu.
cn).

NEWS AND RESOURCES
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Grant Opportunities
The National Natural Science
Foundation of Excellent Young 
Scientists Fund (Overseas)

The National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) 
will continue in 2022 to provide resources for the Excellent 
Young Scientists Fund (Overseas) in order to improve the 
talent funding system, introduce and nurture talent, and 
attract young outstanding talent (including non-Chinese 
expatriates) who have made great achievements in the 
natural sciences, engineering, technology, and other 
similar fields to work in the PRC.

Funding Amount: RMB 1-3 million
Funding Period: Three years
Close Date: 15 April, 2022 CST
For more information on this grant, please go to the official 
website or check out its translated document in English.

The National Natural Science 
Foundation of Research Fund 

for International Scientists
Aiming at providing more research opportunities for and 
contributing to the career development of researchers 
at different academic stages, the Research Fund for 
International Scientists (hereinafter referred to as 
the RFIS) is set up by the National Natural Science 
Foundation of China (NSFC) to support international 
scientists with foreign citizenship who are ready to conduct 
basic research in China’s mainland. The RFIS is open 
to all research areas within the NSFC’s funding scope, 
including earth sciences. The RFIS will also enhance 
the long-term, sustainable academic collaboration and 
exchange between Chinese and international scientists. 
Types and Amount of Funding:
1. International Young Scientists (RFIS-I); 
 RMB 200,000 per year
2. International Excellent Young Scientists (RFIS-II)
 RMB 400,000 per year
3. International Senior Scientists (RFIS-III)
 RMB 800,000 per year
Funding Period: one/two year(s)
Close Date & Time: 20 March, 2022 4:00 pm CST
For more information on this grant, please see here.

Career Corner
International Postdoctoral Fellow
This program is partly funded by the international 
postdoctoral exchange program of the China Postdoctoral 
Management Committee, which aims at subsidizing 
international scientific talents who have obtained a 
doctoral degree to come to China to pursue postdoctoral 
research in a Chinese university/institution. 

Discpline: Paleontology or Stratigraphy
Eligibility: 
1. Aged under 35 years old;
2. Have obtained a doctoral degree from a university in 
the Global Top 100 University List within the last three 
years.
Funding Duration: Two years
Salary and Benefits: 
RMB 200,000 per year as research fund by the state;
RMB 300,000 as annual salary by the state and Nanjing 
University.
Application
Submit proposal in March or September, 2022.
For more information, please contact Ms. Ariana Xu
(ariana.xu@nju.edu.cn).

Postdoctoral Fellow
School of Earth Sciences and Engineering
Nanjing University, Nanjing, China
Discipline: Palaeontology or Stratigraphy
Employment Type: Full-time
Eligibility: 
1. A doctorate degree in palaeontology or stratigraphy;
2. Aged under 30 (for those who have particularly 
outstanding performance, the age can be extended to 35 
years old);
3. Track record of publications in international peer-
reviewed journals as first author or corresponding author;
4. Strong abilities of communication and team working.
Application
Applicants should send the following documents to Ms. 
Ariana Xu (ariana.xu@nju.edu.cn) with a subject line 
'Name + Postdoc at Nanjing University'
1. Curriculum Vitae - Your most recently updated C.V.
2. Copy of a PhD diploma
3. Application form

Assistant/Associate Professor
School of Earth Sciences and Engineering
Nanjing University, Nanjing, China
Discpline:  Paleontology, Stratigraphy or Geochemistry
Employment type: Full-time tenure-track
Eligibility:
Achieved the National Natural Science Foundation of 
Excellent Young Scientists Fund (Overseas); deadline for 
NSFC proposal is by mid April each year.
Salary and Benefits: 
RMB 2,000,000 for three years as research fund;
RMB 450,000 as annual salary;
A flat of 130 square meters.
For more information, please go to the official website or 
check out its translated document in English.

Questions conerning the job positions posted above 
should be emailed to Ms. Ariana Xu (ariana.xu@nju.edu.
cn).
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https://www.nsfc.gov.cn/publish/portal0/tab442/info83268.htm
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11MuuOr1KJM2pFY8XYMuS0IJohZDy9e52/view?usp=sharing
https://www.nsfc.gov.cn/english/site_1/international/D5/2021/04-02/231.html#:~:text=Aiming%20at%20providing%20more%20research,China%20(NSFC)%20to%20support%20international
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1djt0ZsuXpbpfgBT1DH4-9q1YmYeWHgBC/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100777100528379988481&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.nsfc.gov.cn/publish/portal0/tab442/info83268.htm
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11MuuOr1KJM2pFY8XYMuS0IJohZDy9e52/view?usp=sharing
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PUBLICATION HIGHLIGHTS

For more information, please visit: https://community.
geosociety.org/gsa2022/home

The EGU General Assembly 2022 (EGU22) will be a 
conference with a virtual component where everybody 
is welcome, in person or online!

Programme groups to be considered:
SSP – Stratigraphy, Sedimentology &Palaeontology

For more information, please visit: https://www.egu22.eu/
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